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TLessons from the Experience ot
Megargel Which Should Be of

- Benefit to. Contestants
-Paris Aute Race.

New York-to

N view of the great interest
manifested in the coming
polar automobile race from
New Tork to Paris under
the auspices of Le Matin of
Paris, with the co-opera-
i tion of THE NEW YORK
rrMEes, the adventures of Percy Megargel
Bnd his machinist, David Fassett, in cross-

ng the ‘American Continent in midwinter

an automobile may not be amiss.

¢ If Megargel starts in the race it is
;E'quita certain that he will not drive a
thigh-power car, with the possibility of
i‘the outfit finding a resting place at the
ibottom of some river on which the ice
!ha.s proved treacherous. Megargel is seri-
'ously considering entering the race, and
8s walting the decislon of the Reo Motor
Car Company whose car, the Reo ""Mount-
lmineer,” he drove in his last two trans-

_ geontinental trips. -

* In an interview with Megargel on the
fsubfect of the polar race, he said-that he
idia mot contemplate using the thousand
‘and@ one things which sorhe contestants
‘are said to be planning on. He thinks

‘“the Tdce will be won by a lightweight
jpar of medium power, with good clearance,
driven by a man of resourcefulness. His
scar, while not hampered with unnecessary
‘articles, would still carry an equipment
'‘that when tabulated seems large.
© It i3 only necessary to hear his modest
description of the experlences he met with
on his tours to know that no novice will
have a * look in,” nor would the average
man who has achieved fame in the racing
game on beaches, for instance, be a likely
contestant. In order'to show how a con-
testant must depend more upon his brawn
and endurance than upon a high-power
motor in his car, a brief description of
the car. and equipment which NMegargel
has in mind may be of interest.

{The Car and Equipment. .

In his trip from San Francisco In thé
Winter of 1903-6 he took a regular stock
car of 16 horse power and equipped the
front axle with an extra strong truss rod.
The tonneau was kept in place rather
‘than build a special box in which to
carry his supplies. The front seat was
fastened on with hinges so that it could
be tilted up in order to afford sleeping
«quarters for himself and machinist. Every
nut on the car was tightened up as tight
as possible without stripping the nuts.
The projecting ends of the bolts were
then drilled and cotter pins were in-
serted, eliminating the chance of a nut
‘working loose.

A special windlass was constructed in
the frame on which was wound 200 feet
bf three-eighths-inch wire cable, one‘crank
ioperatmg the windlass and resembling
'the starting crank of the machine, but
'of heavier construction. The two bolts
were removed from the forward ends of
‘the springs and a steel rod inserted that
xran completely acrgss the front of the
‘car and acted as a buffer or * cow
watcher,” as the veteran tourist put 1t.

Hartford trauffaux were fixed to each
spring to prevent its breaking when the
car was severely jolted, and a pair of
‘sprags were constructed and. fixed to the
Tear axle with sharpened ends. ‘These
~were allowed to drag In ascending all
steep grades to prevent the car from
‘backing down should the mechanism fail
‘to work, and four inches from the end of
;the sprags plates were fixed to prevent
them from sinking too deep into the soft
earth. :

A pair of Dietz oil lamps and a six-Inch

Dietz searchlight connected to a double
generator were installed. Rubber lamp
covers covered the lighting .outfit. On
.‘the right-hand side of the car were iron
‘brackets to hold in place two five-gallon
cans of gasoline. A tarpaulin stretched
across .the tonneau ang buitoned at the
‘sldes was to protect the contents from
dust and - rain. .
‘' Adwarner autometer, to tell the distance
travelgd and the rate of speed, and a
gradometer to register the percentage of
grades were placed on the dashboard. The
foot throttle was equipped with a ratchet
to enable the driver to lock it in place
end run at any desired speed without
keeping his foot on the pedal .

Sand tires of his.own invention were
carried to be used in- crossing desert
stretches. , Heavy woolen army blankets
and two twenty-foot strips of heavy can-
vas were placed aboard, the canvas to be
used in improvising a tent and to be
stretched under the wheels when crossing
an unusually boggy stretch of country.

There . was & mess kit with a week's
provisions, consisting mostly of canned
meéats, crackers, and vegetables. The rest
of the outfit was made up in part as fol-
Jjows: Tiwo heavy Colt revolvers, a Win-
chester rifle, 'a coil of strong wire, such
as is employed in .baling hay; an axe,
-spade, and shovel, an extra set of dry
- cells and an extra set of copper wiring,
& set of Weed tire chains, a Gabriel horn,
box spark plugs, rubber coats, hats, and

" hip boots. S - o

Among  the chianges which he would

'yiake,” some of which have been antici-
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secure a higher clearance by fitting higi
er wheels to the car, larger gasoli:

tanks, using two. cranks on the windlass

and heavier cable, as the thrce-cighth-
inch material proved too weak on several
occasions;.a brake on the flywheel, and
a larger supply of provisions, as the party
was practically without a morsel for four
days. v

He would use a thermometer that regis-
ters more than 20 degrees below zero, as in
the mountains of. Arizona it was guess
work when the mercury dicappeared in the
bulb at 20 below. In the opinfon of Me-
gargel a good searchlight and two good
Winchesters should keep a pack of Rus-
sian wolves at a respectful distance. 0

Megargel reached San Francisco in the
latter part of November, expecting to
cross the Sierra Nevada Mountains by
the route followed by his friend Whit-
man in the Summer of 1905. Finding
the passes of the mountains blocked with
thirty feet of snow he was obliged to
make a detour of 500 miles to the south
to Los Angeles and then tackle a country
the nature of ‘which was unknown to
any motorist, including himself. - ~

Prophets Confounded. :

It was freely predicted that it would
be impossible to cross with a motor car,
and a number of motorists had pene-
trated east as far as Bagdad on the edge
of the Mojave desert only to find them-
selves conquered by the sand.

Megargel with his sand tires was confi.
dent that he could overcome the difficulty
and succegsfully negotiated it, running
fifty-nine miles on one day that had
paralyzed traffic on the Santa Fé and
Southern Pacific lines. The machinist
and guide hid under the canvas of the
tonneau and burrowéd in the blankets to
get away from the stinging sand and to
breathe in something like comfort. Halts
were made at times for twenty minutes,
the occupants hiding behind the machine,
finding -when they emerged that three
feet or more of sand had piled up in front
of the radiator, requiring half an hour to
shovel away and release the car. It was
dissipated in air the moment it was raised
in the shovel. There was a gale of forty
miles an hour, and there was nothing to
do but keep going or have the car swal-
lowed up by the sand.

At Needles there was nelther bridge nor
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two side wheels
Mojave Indians

were lashed together,
resting in each .boat.
acted as boatmen.
his life at this point through trving to
stop the twin boats in the swift current.
Less difficulty was met with on the Arl-
zona desert, but. when the San Francisco
Mountains were reached the real trouble
commenced. The mercury rapidly de-
scended In the tube-as the barometer
showed high altitudes, and the carburet-
ter had to be frequently adjusted to meet
the change in alir.

Towns becaine unknown and ranch
houses disappeared entirely as the moun-
tain tops came in sight. Snow was en-
countered, the drifts being in some places
from eight to ten feet in depth. The
trall, which had not been traveled In
months, was obliterated. Occaslonally a
guide could be secured, but money was
no consideration to the average cowboy
snugly housed in his log shack to get out
and face a raging blizzard In so uncer-
tain a conveyance as he considered the
automobile, with its low clearance, and
driven by * two dam fools,’””. as they
usually expressed it. .

An effort was made to keep the railroad
in sight, but this consisted of a glimpse
of a line of smoke in the distance once or
twice a day. The party bore forty or

ferry, and the wide and swift flowlng Col-

more miles to the north or south, as the

THINKING OF HOMF~
o . . : &
orado had to be crossed. Two rowboats}

Fassett nearty lost '

Un-
der these conditlons it is not to be won-
dered at that they became lost in the
mountains between Willlams and Flag-
statf. :

A fierce blizzard was blowing at the
time, and the railroad had not been sight-

topography of the country changed.

ed for da¥ys. The gasoline supply be-
came practically exhausted, and the men
realized that they were in for it. The
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in the bulb, showing that it was more
than 20 degrees, below zero.  Previous to
this they had struck a part of the coun-
try that had been visited by a heavy
rain. 'They thought it advisable to wait
until it had frozen, so as to make going;
better, and. at midnight, several hours
later, tried to make a start, but found that
the wheels of their car had frozen fast.
A half hour was spent in cutting it

TROUTE. of MEGARGELS
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mercury went down until it disappeared

loose.

? When they were reaching the timber

line after leaving Williams, where there
were only a few dwarfedq pines, the snow
blew so flercely that they could not see
more than a yard or two ahead. They
decided to halt, and formed a camp be-
side a fir tree, the snow being banked
on all sides to protect the travelers. An
atiempt was ‘mado to light a fire, but it
had rained a few days béfore, and all
firewood was covered with a thick coating
of sleet. .

After an hour of fruitless work, during
which the tourists had to keep constantly
in motlon to prevent freezing, the at-
tempt was given up In despair. When
hope of reaching civilizatlon was about
abandoned it suddenly occurred to one of
the men to use the gasoline blow torch to
warm themselves. The sight of the yard
of blue flame cheered the’ wayfarers,
and they saw ‘the problem of lighting a
fire was solved, for the blue flame, which
would melt steel, had no trouble in cut-
ting through the coating of ice.

A Last Resource Soup. .

A search was made through the ton-
neau. for provisions, and such articles as
had been overlooked were dumped into a
pail of snow over the fire which had been
kindled with the ald of the blow torch.
Theyv called the concoction soup. It was
made of sardines, a rotato, ‘two onions,
some greasy cracker crumbs, some but-
ter, a little bacon, and pepper and salt.
For four days they. lived on the ‘* soup,”’
piecing it out with generous additions of
snow and pepper—always more pepper.

Then a rescuing party that had been
gearching for some lumbermen hove in
sight in a slelgh, the corpses of two un-
fortunates occupying the boitom of the
box. Megargel and Fassett were taken to
the nearest station of the Santa Fé&, Bell-
mont, about fourteen miles west of Flag-
Two weeks were consumed in get-
{ing the car to Flagstaff from where it
had been abandoned. From Flagstaflf
they went east through Winslow, Aman-
da, and Navajo Springs.
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| Churchgoing Among the Guests of New York H

1Investigators Surprised to Find that Transients Are Very Diligent in
Church Attendance—A Large Variety of Motives Discovered.

HAT do the 100,000 or more tran-
slent hotel guests who add to New
York’s shifting population do with

themselves on  Sunday? Investigators
from the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian
Church, which is operating.a series of
special evangelical Sunday night services
for the hotel population and other
strangers in the city, have found to their
surprise that a large number of them go
to church. And some of the hotel man-
agers interviewed declare that the tran-
sients are better church-goers, as an aver-
age, than guests who stay all year around,
or people who llive in private homes or
apartments. At a number of hotels. it
~as. declared that on Sunday mornings
it took the entire time of one or more
clerks to answer inquiries about wher

to go to church. .

‘Why They Go to Church.

The reasons for churchgoing, however,
are as varied as the types of guests. The
largest part go because they are church-
goers at home and- wish to keep up the
practice. Some of these want simply the
nearest church of their denomination. ‘But
others look upon city churches as feat-
ures of the sights of the city and pick out
the one they-wish to attend for much the
same reason that they would pick out a
theatrical show. Some want to see the
church which cost the most money or the
one with the- highest salaried preacher.
Still others want the best music or the
best preacher or the best stained glass.
Another class wants.to see the minister,
who is known as Dr. Soandso throughout
the country because of his attack on this
or that feature of New York. And a very
large class wants to go to the church
where Mr. Millionrocks is to be seen in
the congregation or the one where Mr.
Merger or Mr. Copper or Mr. Steel King
makes his weekly peace with Heaven.
Their idea is to be able to say, when. they
return home, that they have seen this
great religious spectacle and tell at great
length just how the ¢ntire Moneybag fam-
ily behaves at public worship and what
they think of the service. As'a result the
hotel clerk, who supplements the informa-
tlon on the church directorles in the read-
ing room, has to be a regular bureau of
information. not about the religious feat-
ures of ‘the churches;, but- about their
financial and other show features. These
people’go to the churches just as they go
to the museutns, as part of seeing New
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personal exhibit is not on show as they
would be to find some collection of plct-
ures closed for cleaning. :

In the more fashioneble hosteiries, ithe
churchgoing indication takes the form of
an order for a taxameter cab to take the
Sunday guests to definite churches. These
people generally have made up thelr
minds as to whom they wish to see or
hear—generally the church or preaclier or
choir madé most famous by newspaper
articles printed in out-of-town newspa-
pers. The investigations made by the
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church Com-
mittee covered all ranges of hotels, from
the Mills to the latest of the great lux-
urious palaces of the rich, from the hotels

which seldom open their registers and|

have no transient guests save in their res-
taurants, to those who haven’t had any-
thing llke a permanent Buest since they
ware opened years ago. But everywhere
there was the report :that hotel guests
were consistent’ churc\hg’oers, and there
were as many explanations as hotels as
to why this is so, ' !

At the. Mills Hotel, the clerk sald that
most of their guests were familiar with
the city, and did not make inquiries at
the desk. Some of the guests, however,
sald that not a few of their fellow-resi-
dents went t¢ church, but principally on
rainy Sundays. - For the most part they
were la.borln? men or clerks, and on fair

&>

what was going on. On rainy Sundays,
however, they wanted other recreation
indoors, and after they were tired of the
hotel reading rooins and had finished the
Sunday papers, they generally went tol
| church. Commonly, they did not care,
what ¢hurch it was—they chose the near-
est one which had a hotel reputation of
being decerit to strangers and of furnish-
ing -good music and. a fair sermon. The
Mills guests, he said, were generally a
thinking set of people, and were rather
hard critics of sermons unless they were
full of ideas. s

Generally Know What They Want.

At-the Astor the management sald that
they were kept busy Sunday morning
ordering cabs for churchgoers, of which
there were elways a considerable num-
ber among their guests.: As a rule, they
said, these guests knew what they wanted
to see, and asked only to be told how
to find i#t. A number of these people,
for ‘the- first -tithe in New- York, perhaps,-
would ask to be directed to some_church
where years ago some very famous
preacher had- océupied the pulpit. They
had heard of him from their fathers or
mothérs, who had attended his church,
and they wanted to see it &8 a Dlace of
historic interest. Beecher's church fig-
ures pa.i‘ticlila.rly in this category, and one

Sundays wanted to walk around and see: man, not so long ago, wanted to know
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where Beecher was preaching. There are
sometimes rare requests for the church
where ‘Talmage preaches, or some other
minister no longer in New York.
| Foreigners ask commonly for a church
where their own language 18 used, and
inasmuch as New York has congregations
which employ everything from French to
Greek, this demand is readily .satisfled.
Others, partioularly musical people, want
to go to the chiurch where some famous
singer of to-day made, years ago,.her
modest vocal début. For the most part,
however, it is apparent that. the hotel
churchgoers, or at least a large part of
them, want to take back home from their
New York church attendance an inter-
esting story. . They want to tell to their
home circlée something like this: *“On
Sunday I went to such and such a church
and saw or heard this celebrity, who did
g0 and s8o0.”" . R
In'another hotel, ohe of lower rate, used
largely by transients from the smaller
towns, the Fiffth Avenue Church people
found that these simple folk were some-
what afraid tp attend the big New York
churches because they had heard many
stories which, true or false, had made
them timid, about what happened to this
or that church brother who got into My,
Midas’'s pew at some church and receivea
unmniistakable demonstration that he was

Hair Business Booming

nesges that ig really prospering this

- ‘Winter,” announced the dealer in
switches and wigs. ¢ This has been the
best season we've had since the Janice
Meredith curl, seven years ago. -That set
things going some, but it wasn't a marker
to this.” The dealer pointed triumphantly
to a counter three deep with women pass-
ing judgment’ on various Rinds of curls
and puffs. R
wJIt’g the - hats do it,”” he  continued.
« you just can’t wear one -of this season’s
Yats unless you have hair—lots of it; but
it doesn’t much matter whether it’s yours
or not. The milliners have been -booming

~.

HhR seems to be one of the few busi-
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ted by the m ne L ) our trade this year, I tell you.”
i L0 b ' .. -2 ik 3
pated by the mugIeIEeR, TS SR SRR AR Al st rne i S A "We(aell Jots,of separate curls,

{ confied. ** Some losa them right off and

lave to come straight back for more.” At
that moment a 'striking-looking customer,
avidently well known to the clerk, came
up to the counter. . The clerk guessed
immediately the trouble. * What, lost
them again? I declare, that's too ‘bad.
This mekes three this month. Oh; yes, I
know yur.shade,” The clerk reached for
‘the box "while the purchaser explained
the circumstances of her misfortune.
.41 was coming home from- the theatre,
and those curls wera all there when I put
on my hat, Just as I. got to the house
the wind blew an’ awful gust. I grabhed
my hat, but they were gone. I turned to
Jim and said, ¢ My curls have blown off,’
and- he said,  What, again?’. Wasn't that

a clerk”
e e P g B

Smokeless -Coal | ]

LONDON. inventor claims to have
discovered a procesg for producing
smokeless coal, apparently by dis-

tillation of coal at a low temperature,
This, after filtration, is said to deposit a
very brilliant substance, the heating prop-
ertles of which are far greater than those
of the original coal, and which is abso-
lutely free from smoke and dirt. The
inventor contends that efforts to over-
come the _smoke plague. have . -hitherto
been unsucecessful, because they have been
made In the wrong direction, and that by
‘the extraction of .the smoke-producing
material in coal before being burned, he

mean of him? So I made him go and get
a lantern and we hunted all the way back
{0 the Subway station, but I-couldn’t find

hemapywhere.” . . .

et e
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Smoke,

has been successful in producing a smoke-
less coal. Sir W. B. Richmond, President

‘of .the -Society for -the  Prevention ¢f

has bought up'thls invention, ...
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the owner, who seemed to
know nothing about the brotherhood feel-
ing of his church. These strangers al-
ways asked many questions about the
welcome accorded to *strangers, asked
always about the free seats, wanted to
know if the congregation dressed very
stylishly, and probably would end by go-
ing to some modest mission church near
the hotel where they could worship in
peace, as this was their chief object.
They had not missed church, save.for
gickness, in twenty-five Yyears, and did
not wish to spoll the record in the city.
This class of people the Fifth: Avenue
Presbyterian Church, both at its regular
Sunday morning and afternoon services
and at its special meetings for hotel
dwellers Sunday night, is making speclal
efforts to reach. A regular Hospitality
Committee of church members is con-
gtantly on duty at all services, and is par-
ticularly alert in seeing that strangers
are made to feel at home without-the
sense of receiving patronage.

Over on the East Side.

_Nearer the East Rlver, at .o place
which only by a stretch of the imagina-
tion could be called a hotel, the investl-
gators were surprised at what the pro-
prietor, the clerk, the porter, and the bell-
boy told them when he said that the
people who lived in_ his hotel were regu-
lar church -attendants, but were pretty
partioular and hard to suit. They worked
hard all the week and received small
wages, so that when Sundays came they
were looking for an inexpensive and pleas-
ant form of recreation. The migsions
#illed this wanf, thought the one man
who discharged the duties of the posi-

‘tions enumerated above, because they

Enew the wants of the people with whom
they were dealing better than did the
large churches. Occasionslly his board-
ers would attend services at the I#tter,
and the opinions expressed on their re-
turn were often caustle.

1 don’t know whether this house Is BJ{
exception or not,” sald the manager of &
hotel that is now given over to permanent
patronage by reason of its being down-
town, far from the hustle and bustle. * It
may 'be the case of “birds of & feather
flocking together,’ but every one here, em-
ployes and all, goes to church." A clerk
in an exclusive hotel i upper Fifth Ave-
nue said: *We supply more cabs on Sun-
day mornings to people who want to go to
ghyrch thag for'apy
ki Snshea Lokt
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Deep snow was encountersd most o the
way, and the nights were extremely cold.-
The nights were passed huddled up in ﬁ'_le'
blankets or In the lttle shanties of the
Mexican section men, made of raliroed
ties, on the Santa F$. They slept on these
occasions with one eye on the greasers.

Regarding the travel on the Yukon oOr
some of the rivers of Sibaria, Megargel's
experience on the Rio Puerco msy prove
enlightening. Soon after leaving Wins-
low there was no wagon road over the .
section, and the party decided to take to
the Rio Puerco. The car was lowered
down the steep bank with the windlass,
and soon they were bowling along on the
snow-covered ice at the fast%t.clip they
had been able to make since leaving Call-
fornia. . ; - .

About forty miles had been traveled in-
this manner when, without; warning, the.
rear wheels, which:sustained several hune
dred pounds more than those in front,
broke through. The occupants of the.car
were thrown headlong over the dashboard
when the car stopped with a jolt. Investi-
gation showed that the wheels were not .
in water, but quicksand -of the most
dangerous kind, and were being steadily
drawn down.’ .

Everything movable in the car was re-
moved and an iron bar was driven in the
ice fiity feet ahead, to -which the cable
of the windlass was attached. Despite
the efforts of the two mepn they could
not budge the car, and. ties were carried
from the railroad half a mile away-to be
used in blocking it up. Two days later,
with the assistance of the crews of two
sections of the Santa Fé&, the car was
released. A heavier car would probably .
have been lost if they had not gone -
through into deeper water further up-
stream. A locomotive and two Pulilmans
were swallowed up by the quicksand at
the same point some years earlier.

No Trouble with the Gasoline.

No trouble was ever experienced with
gasoline freezing. The Ilubricating ofl,
however, froze or became clogged, and it
was necessary to put the flame of the
blow torch on the lubricator and tubes
each morning before starting the engine,
It was necessary on innumerable occa- _
sions to crank for twenty minutes at a
time, with frequent single explosions, ba-
fore the cvlinders warmed enough. to al-

{ low regular explosions. The canned goods

in the tonneau were frozen at all times,
and often when a can was thrown into a
pail of boiling water and the contents
warmed enough to explode the can there
was a frozen core when the contents were
served. Leather caps and shoes had to
be thawed out each morning.

Sweaters with long turtle necks were
worn at night and were drawn over the
face to prevent freezing. Woolen stock-
inzgs wore worn under heavy arotics, but
the men frequently ran beside theé car to -
keep their blood ecirculating freely. A
hand was kept on the steering wheel to
keen the car from espurting at a bare .
spot. On one occasion on another trip
the car got away while some shoveling
was being done, but brought up in a snow
bank without injury. Snow crust was éne
countered sufficiently strong to carry the
car,

Megargel 18 of the impression that it
is impossible to cross the Sierra Nevadas
between November and June, but he fig-
ures that the run from New York to Og-
den will be comparatively easy sailing in
February. unléss a few days of rain -
should put thé Platte over its banks in
Nebraska and wash away some bridges,
as it does about each Spring.

There {5 no doubt in- his mind that the
run can be made from Ogden to Los An-.
geles. From Los Angeles to San Fran-
cisco is about 500 mtles of well-travelsd,
oxcellent road, and this part of the Jjour«
ney, he estimates, should not take rnere
than thirty-six hours. ’

Megargel has pald as high as $1.78 &
gallon for: gasoline, and from his ex-
perience he has learned that it took four
times ag much gasoline to drive a ca# in

cold weather through snow as when #pin- ’_ _

ning along smooth roads in the Summer-
time. On one occasion he had the gaso-
line carted fourteen miles to the car on &
wagon drawn by two cow ponies.- The
outfit came to grief in & small ca.ﬂon.‘

On the subject of the Siberlan end
the raco Megargel is very reticent.
has pulled his car through boggy ground
that could not' well be more difficult to
an automobile, it would seem, unless in
portions of Siberia during the milder part
of the year. 3, bul
bridges, and dene almost tnconceivable
things with his car, and Is not “CTONSe
ing his bridges until he comes to them. - -~

In the trip from San Francisco to Naw
Yotk the start was made on Nov, 21, -and
ano &y oL i
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He has forded streams, bullt'© ~
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